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Sewell Park Academy – Curriculum Overview 

 
Curriculum Aims 
 
The Sewell Park Academy curriculum aims to ensure all students are able to make the progress 
needed to move on to the most appropriate next stage of their learning to achieve the future career 
of their choice. All students should leave the academy with the personal life skills and knowledge to 
be able to achieve their potential, as well as being in a position to compete with their peers by 
achieving at least in line with national averages. 
 
Curriculum Design 
 
 
The curriculum at Sewell Park Academy is designed as a 
five-year learning journey for students, incorporating the 
opportunity for all to have new experiences, enjoy their 
learning and achieve their potential. Spiritual, Moral, Social 
and Cultural education (SMSC) opportunities are taken 
across all departments and years, to ensure a well-
rounded education. This is alongside an emphasis on these 
and British Values through the tutor time programme and 
PSE lessons. These also incorporate education in LGBT, sex 
and relationships, safeguarding and financial capability, 
which can be seen through the plan on the academy 
website. An example of one opportunity is the ‘Barclays 
Life skills’ Financial education sessions with all Year 9 
students. 
 
Years 7 & 8 
The curriculum in Years 7 and 8 allows students to be fully immersed in a wide range of subjects, 
developing a broad subject knowledge and experience fully what these subjects have on offer. This 
allows students to be able to see the full potential of the subject, while experiencing enrichment of 
their learning through sessions and trips and visits. For example, cross-curricular “Storming the 
Castle” session for Year 7 at Norwich Castle, linked Maths and History, and Science sessions for Year 
8 utilising the University of East Anglia. Throughout Years 7 and 8, the curriculum is skills based, 
which allows students to learn, develop and embed the skills needed to be successful in those 
subject areas. Through this, students are able to deepen their knowledge, understanding and 
application of the subject to the wider world, as well as identifying broader links across the 
curriculum. 
 
When students arrive at the academy, as part of their curriculum design, all students go through the 
Year 7 “Flying Start” programme. This programme allows students to become fully accustomed to 
the Sewell Park Academy ethos, while ensuring that students do not lose learning time through the 
transition period, through enrichment opportunities, year group support and challenge across all 
lessons and areas. 
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Year 8 Options Process 
Through a detailed careers programme, students are able to select 
options choices within Year 8 to follow for the next three years. Students 
and parents/carers are fully involved in ensuring students are able to 
choose from a wide range of subjects, as well as being able to take 
subjects which are academic, vocational or mixture of both, depending on 
the needs and interests. We utilise independent careers advice for 
students, as well as opportunities to understand different careers, to 
ensure the most informed choices are made. Through students being able 
to complete a course that they are interested in, and is suited to their 
needs, further promotes achievement. Students are given the option of 
completing the English Baccalaureate, whilst ensuring that students are 
on the most suitable choices for themselves. 

 
 
 
Years 9, 10 & 11 
Students begin their options choices in Year 9 at Sewell Park Academy. One reason 
for this, is that our aim is for students to achieve at least in line with national 
average of other students, which requires a focus to close the attainment gap for 
students. Year 9 is a foundation year for students, so that they can become fully 
involved with the depth of the subject and widen their understanding and 
knowledge. Students are then in a position to reach their potential in each subject as 
they work towards the final qualification, throughout the remainder of Years 10 and 
11. Financial education is a focus for students through this stage of their learning 
journey, with students completing the Certificate of Financial Education as part of 
their studies.  
 
Destinations 
Through the raising aspirations programme at Sewell Park Academy, students are 
made aware of the possibilities for the next stage of learning upon leaving us. This 
involves independent careers and next step advice, trips and visits and liaison with different 
providers, particularly the University of East Anglia (UEA). This enables students to be ambitious in 
where they aim for and aware of other opportunities for them. 
 

Flexibility and personalisation 
A key aspect of the Sewell Park Academy curriculum is that it is personalised to the 
individual needs of learners. This is through the choices available to students, but also 
the learning opportunities available to students. For example, option choices are 
‘blocked’ once informed choices are made, so students are not limited in their 
decisions. Students who require additional support on entry are given personal 
learning opportunities through the Raising Achievement Team, including Year 7 and 8 
‘nurture’ groups, to develop life skills and basic learning needs. Personalised 
timetables curriculums are also put in place during Year 10, leading into Year 11, to 
ensure students receive the support needed for their studies. A Year 9 group has been 
created within English, Maths and Science, to support students with a learning need in 
the particular subject area.  

 
 
 
 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

 
 
 
Curriculum enrichment 
 
Learning is enriched at Sewell Park Academy within subjects through a wide range of trips and visits, 
as well as inviting visitors into school to show how the individual subject links to the outside world. 
These take place throughout all parts of the five year curriculum, as well as ensuring there are links 
to the local community and leisure activities, such as the Norwich City Community Sports Foundation 
sessions after school. 
 
Within the extended day for Years 10 and 11, an enrichment programme enables students to select 
from different activities, for example, Kung Fu and Hospitality, as well as aspirational projects 
through the University of East Anglia. These have included sessions in Marketing, Law and Science, 
led by research students from the university. 
 
 
 
 
Supporting all learners 
 
The curriculum at Sewell Park Academy is designed to ensure that every learner has the chance to 
reach their potential. This is through incorporating a consistent approach to teaching and learning 
and utilising tools across the academy, such as cooperative learning and near ability grouping. These 
tools allow teachers to skilfully address the particular needs and give opportunities for students to 
develop social skills as well as knowledge of the subjects. Extended day sessions are personalised to 
allow students to focus on particular subject intervention and independent study. Department 
sessions are run for identified groups of students, alongside independent study and 20/20/20 
sessions, focusing on English, Maths and Science. 
  
Special Educational Needs & LAC 
Students who have special educational needs, or who are looked after children, in all ways, are 
catered for within the curriculum at Sewell Park Academy. Through the raising achievement base, 
courses, subjects and opportunities are tailored specifically to each students individual need. Were 
appropriate for a student, this may include giving opportunities through alternative provision, for 
example The Junction and The St Eds Society, where it is in the particular interest of the student. 
Individual personalised learning plans (PLPs) are put in place for students and any provision specified 
in Educational Health Care Plans (EHCP) is taken into account for the student. 
 
High Ability Students 
High Ability students are identified through both prior attainment and progress within individual 
subject areas. In English, Maths and Science, an aspirational “Excel” group of high ability students 
have been created, in order to allow an opportunity to challenge the learning of these students, 
beyond their current level and curriculum, including additional enrichment opportunities. These 
groups are aspirational and students are aware that their current progress could obtain themselves a 
place within the groups. Use of near ability grouping within lessons, enables staff to support and 
challenge those students who are more able in specific areas. Aspirational programmes are in place 
to give students new opportunities and experiences in subject areas. For example, The English 
department have run sessions linked to The Globe Theatre and the Maths department have utilised 
a residential programme for Year 10 students. Within Year 11, one extended day group is designated 
as high ability students, to ensure a programme of support is tailored to their needs. 
 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Disadvantaged 
Sewell Park Academy has a significantly greater amount than the national average of disadvantaged 
students, but a belief across the academy that this should not be a barrier in achievement. The Pupil 
Premium and Year 7 catch up funding are used to ensure opportunities are available for all. Students 
in these areas are prioritised and a minimum of 55 % pupil premium students should be 
incorporated in each extra-curricular event or activity. There are full details and actions in the pupil 
premium plan on the academy website. Disadvantaged students are also targeted first in all areas, 
including students being given access to ‘additionality’ provision in Year 11 for identified English and 
Maths support.  
 
English as an additional language (EAL) 
There is a significantly high proportion of students at Sewell Park Academy where English is an 
additional language. On arrival, these students are assessed in order for us to provide the best 
support possible through their time at the academy. Through progress monitoring throughout the 
time in the academy, with additional time to meet their learning needs given where necessary. 
These students help to great the great culture between students at Sewell Park Academy, with staff 
being able to bring together cultural and linguistic differences from around the world within lesson 
time, allowing students to understand and appreciate both similarities and differences.  This 
ultimately leads to EAL students making good progress though their time at the academy. When 
students arrive at the academy, additional sessions are put on and late as needed through the 
Raising Achievement Team. Within Year 9, an EAL English group has been established to support 
students to fully access their curriculum for their option choices going into Years 10 and 11. 


