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16 March 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) update 

 
I am writing to you to give you an update on our planning and response to the current Coronavirus outbreak in 
Europe and the rest of the world. As always, the health, wellbeing and safeguarding of our students, staff and the 
wider community are our first priority. We are actively monitoring the situation and following advice from Public 
Health England (PHE), the Department of Education (DfE) and the Local Authority (LA). Any response we take will 
always be in a measured and calm manner. 

 
Firstly, we will be following the Department of Education guidance to keep the school open unless we are told 
otherwise, or if there are concerns regarding levels of staffing. Throughout this time, we will continue to update 
you and take all reasonable steps to ensure that the impact on the education of our students is kept to a 
minimum. 

 
Self-isolation 

 
The current medical advice around self-isolation changed on Friday. All people in the UK (including 
children) are advised to self-isolate for seven days if they have either: 

- a high temperature (The NHS states that a high temperature is 37.8 oC or higher) 
 or 
- a new continuous cough/new sore throat 

 
If a student is absent due to this, the illness will be authorised. However, we must be informed as to the situation 
and reason for absence, and advise you to phone 111 if you need any specific or further guidance. 

 
If a student presents with the symptoms in school, we will call home immediately for them to be taken home to 
self-isolate. 

 
If you think you might have the Covid-19 virus please go to https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19 

 
Current guidance for those needing to self-isolate can be found at: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/ 

 
However, it currently states that you should:  
• try to keep at least 2 metres (3 steps) from other people in your home, particularly older people or those 
with long-term health conditions 
• ask friends and family and delivery services to deliver things like food shopping and medicines – but avoid 
contact with them 
• sleep alone if possible 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
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• regularly wash your hands with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds 
• try to stay away from older people and those with long-term health conditions 
• drink plenty of water and take everyday painkillers, such as paracetamol and ibuprofen, to help with your 
symptoms 

 
Please remember, during self-isolation, you should not leave the house for the entire 7-day period. 

 
Adjustments at Sewell Park Academy 

 
a. Work for absent students 
Work for lessons will be set and uploaded to Google Classroom daily in order to be accessed by any students who 
are absent from the academy. They will be able to upload this work online to be reviewed by teaching staff. If the 
student requires to communicate with the member of teaching staff, this should take place using their Sewell 
Park email account. 

 
b. Year 11 students & examinations 

We understand that this situation adds further worry to our Year 11 students, in what is already a very stressful 
time. We will keep all Year 11 students and parents informed as to the current situation and any notifications 
from Ofqual regarding the examination period. Year 11 will be the priority year group for any work being 
produced and sent home, as well as the final year group to be absent in the event of a partial closure of the 
school. The Year 11 Parents Evening will be postponed and a new date found 

 
c. Assemblies & Large gatherings 

Today we gave assemblies to all year groups individually to clarify any misconceptions and rumours regarding the 
situation nationally. From this point, we will postpone any assemblies and large gatherings. All communication for 
students will be done through form tutors. 

 
d. Trips and visitors to SPA 

Each educational trip will be assessed as to whether it will continue, however, it is likely that some will be 
cancelled or postponed. We will communicate with parents at all times regarding these. With reference to visitors 
to SPA, again, we will be looking at the necessity for the visit on a case by case basis. 

 
e. Enrichment on Monday 

Monday 16 March will be the final enrichment session of this half term and students, with the exception of Year 
11, will leave the school at 3.05 pm. If you have any issues with childcare regarding this, please contact the 
relevant house leader and we will be able to make arrangements. P6 will continue for Year 11 (Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday) and Year 10 (Wednesday and Thursday) at the present time. 

 
f. Events at SPA 

During this time, the current guidance is to avoid large gatherings of people where possible. In this instance we 
have regrettably had to take the decision to postpone our Spring Fair and the Year 7 Parents Evening until later in 
the academic year.  
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g. Partial closure of SPA 
In the event where we would not have enough staff to safeguard and teach all of the students in the school, we 
may consider and be enforced into a partial closure for particular year groups. In this instance we will consider 
the age of the students who we would prioritise to be absent from school as we understand the impact on 
working families, with Year 11 being our first priority to remain in school. 

 
NOTE - In the event of a partial closure, if we are aware in advance that parents and carers work for the health 
services, the emergency services or care work, we will find capacity to support your son or daughter in school at 
this time. 

 
h. Full closure of SPA 

In the unavoidable event of a full closure of the school, we will communicate this with you through email and text 
as well as it being on the Norfolk School Closure website: 
(http://disruptions.norfolk.gov.uk/nccclosures_schools.html) 
All work will be set daily by teaching staff and we will distribute a timetable for students to follow at home to 
complete all of the work set. 

 

As I am sure you will understand, there will be changes to our current procedures over the forthcoming days and 
weeks as updated guidance becomes available to us. Please be reassured that we will communicate this with you 
promptly and transparently. Only communication directly from myself, placed on the school website or the school 
twitter account should be taken as accurate. Thank you for your support at the present time, the health and 
wellbeing of students, staff and the wider community will always be our top priority. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

David Day 
Head of School 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://disruptions.norfolk.gov.uk/nccclosures_schools.html

